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Dale Warland Singers Commission Grants
2027 Application Toolkit

We find that it’s easiest to compose your responses in a word document before copying and pasting into the application portal – online application portals can be tricky to navigate. Further, if a field is required, it can sometimes be difficult to see all of the application requirements without first providing a response to a mandatory question. 

To assist you with your application, we strongly encourage you to review and draft/plan your application in this toolkit, and then copy and paste it into the online portal.

This toolkit includes all of the content and questions that are included in the online application. As you prepare your application, we recommend the following checklist:

· ASAP: Review all tabs of the Dale Warland Singers Commission Grants website.
· ASAP: Click on the link to the scoring rubric on our website to understand how your application will be evaluated.
· After Oct 6: Watch the recorded webinars here for more information on the grants program.
· (If Needed) Schedule a time to discuss your project with Chorus America staff.
· Before Mid November: Complete a rough draft of your application in this toolkit.
· Before Mid November: Copy and paste your application text into the online portal and click submit. Apply here.
· Mid November: Check that your application has been submitted. If the submit box is still green, you have only marked your application as complete, but have not yet submitted. You must click the green submit box to ensure your application is received.
· All applications due Friday, November 20 at 11:59 ET.

Note: While you can certainly submit an application on your smart phone, we recommend using a tablet, laptop, or desktop computer for the easiest experience.

Application Components
Eligibility Quiz

The following questions/content will be required when you log in to the online application portal. Please use the space below to record draft your responses so you can cut and paste them into your online application submission.


Eligibility Quiz
Format – Yes or No Questions

When you log-in, you’ll be asked 5 Yes or No questions to determine your eligibility for the grant. All applicants must answer these questions before completing an application. 

· Nonprofit Tax-Exempt Charitable Status
Is your organization either a 501(c)3 US tax-exempt organization or a registered Canadian charity with the Canadian Revenue Agency? If not, can your organization provide documentation of being fiscally sponsored by an organization that is either a US 501(c)3 or registered Canadian charity?

· Membership Status
Is your chorus an active member of Chorus America? 

· Chorus Type
In the 2027 grants cycle, we will be accepting applications from Adult Volunteer Choruses. Does your chorus meet the definition of an Adult Volunteer Chorus? 

Adult volunteer choruses are defined as choruses with singers over the age of 18 that either do not pay any of their singers or pay less than 25% of their singers, or 12 singers, whichever is fewer.

· Recent Recipients
Has your organization recently received the Dale Warland Singers Commission Award or Grant from Chorus America?  Dale Warland Singers Commission Award recipients from 2017-26 are ineligible to apply. 

· Ineligible Expenses
Are you applying to fund any of the following: capital campaign, endowment fund, fundraising activities or events, regranting, and/or lobbying/political activities?






Application Components
Applicant Information

The following questions/content will be required when you log in to the online application portal. Please use the space below to record draft your responses so you can cut and paste them into your online application submission and/or see the questions you will be responding to in an audio file.

Applicant Information
Format - Written, short responses or select one from multiple choice
· Organization Name

· Name of Fiscal Sponsor (if applicable)

· Organization Address
· Street Address 1
· Street Address 2
· City
· State/Province
· Postal Code
· Country

· United States Employer Identification Number or Canadian Revenue Agency Registered Charity Number Fiscally sponsored projects should enter the number belonging to their fiscal sponsor. 

· Organization Website Note: Need to include https://

· Artistic Director’s Name
· Email Address
· Phone Number

· Primary Contact for Grant Application 
· Email Address
· Phone Number

· Project Period Example: September 1, 2027 – August 31, 2029




Narrative Questions 
Please complete the questions below to share more information about your project. While there are no word limits for responses, we find that concise applications that address the prompt/ scoring rubric criteria in 2-4 paragraphs tend to be most successful. When possible, we encourage applicants to cut and paste from previous applications you may have submitted to another funder.

There are no character or word limits.

1. Tell Us About Your Chorus 
Please share information with the review panel to help them get to know your chorus, choral leadership, and performance history. 
   
2. Tell Us About the Composer 
Please share information with the review panel that will help them get to know this composer, their contributions to the art form, and history writing for your group or a similar chorus.

3. Tell Us About the Commission – Project Details
· Working Title of the Commission If known, otherwise please title Commission by and enter proposed composer’s name
· Anticipated length of piece
· Planned voicing and instrumentation
· Text If known, and as applicable

4. Tell Us About the Commission – Artistic Mission & Inspiration 	
Please describe the proposed commission project and how it aligns with your chorus’s mission and artistic vision. What is your inspiration for this commission? Include any overarching vision or strategic direction that is important for the purpose of this application.

5. Tell Us About the Commission – Community Impact 
What are the plans to share this work with your community, and how is this project reflective of the needs and want of the community it is meant to engage? Please share any plans for additional performances or programmatic activities beyond the premiere.

6. Project Budget Notes
Please enter any explanatory project notes here, including how the composer’s fee was derived and how rights will be secured for text, as applicable.



Assurances Checklist
Format – Yes or No Questions

I certify that the organization submitting this application meets the following criteria or has provided a reasonable alternative method to meet standards:

All Yes or No questions
· Do you, or will you, have a signed agreement, contract, or MOU with the composer to outline the terms of this commission project?

· Will this commission result in a world premiere?

· Will the composer(s) each receive a fee of $7,500 or more to complete the commission?

· Does your organization have sufficient capital to maintain operations over the course of the grant term?

· Does your organization have internal controls in place to manage expenditure of these grant funds and maintain appropriate financial records?

If you selected no for any of the statements above, please provide comments and clarify any alternative methods to meeting the criteria in the space below. Please enter n/a if you answered Yes to all of the questions above. 


Attachments
Format – Attach PDF, Word, or Excel Files

· [bookmark: _Hlk144987150][bookmark: _Hlk144987197]All Applicants Submit a project budget for the project period (up to 2 years). As a convenience, Chorus America provides a budget template, however it is not required to submit your budget in this format and you may use your own working document or format, if already created.

· [bookmark: Scoringrubric1]All Applicants Submit documentation of your tax-exempt status, such as your IRS Determination Letter (US) or Documentation of Registration as a Qualified Charity with the Canadian Revenue Agency (Canada). Fiscally sponsored projects should upload this documentation for their fiscal sponsor.

· For fiscally sponsored project ONLY Submit a copy of your fiscal sponsorship agreement.

· All Applicants Please attach a letter of commitment from the composer



Application Components
Work Samples

Upload Representative Score
Format – Upload PDF, .doc, or .docx files.

· Representative Score 
Please submit a representative score by the proposed composer.

· 2nd Representative Score 
Please submit a second representative score by the proposed composer.


Recording Information
Please provide the following information for the uploaded recording:
· Composer
· Title
· Date performed/recorded
· Duration
· Whether the recording is from a live performance 

Upload Representative Recording
Format – Enter full YouTube or Vimeo URL or Upload .avi, .mp4, .mov, .wav, .mp3 files.

· Representative Recording 
Please upload 1 representative recording of the applicant chorus clearly labeled with the chorus name, either in video or audio format. If submitting a YouTube or Vimeo link, please provide the entire URL (not the shortened youtub.be links).








To Submit

Submitting Your Application
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Description automatically generated]Once complete, you are ready to submit. Check that your application has been submitted. If the submit box is still green, you have only marked your application as complete, but have not yet submitted. You must click submit to ensure your application is received.

You should receive a confirmation email once you have done so and see a box that confirms the date your application was submitted. Once submitted, you will no longer have the ability to edit your application.



Questions?
Please reference this list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) or schedule time to speak with Chorus America staff by visiting our site here.
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